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Mineral resources play an essential role in our society. They are critical in almost all sectors 
of the French economy, from building to IT, including transport industry and 
telecommunications.  
 
The importance of these sectors of the economy and the increasing international competition 
over access to resources justify a careful monitoring that will assist the security of domestic 
supply. The World Mining and Metals Yearbook provides such intelligence data.  
 
The Water and Biodiversity Division - which is in charge of the mineral resources portfolio in 
the Department of Ecology, Energy, Sustainable Development and the Sea - is following with 
great interest the sector environmental and energy supply trends. This issue has become a 
government priority and the Minister has produced an action plan concerning strategic 
metals at a ministerial meeting held on 27 of April 2010.  
 
The knowledge of national and international production and trade statistics for various 
mineral resources is now essential. France and other European countries non-ferrous metal 
supplies mostly rely on imports. Therefore a good knowledge of the origin and production 
volume of mineral resources should improve market transparency and be instrumental to the 
strategic development of French companies.  
 
The World Mining and Metals Yearbook provides statistics on mine production, primary and 
secondary smelter production, as well as price trends and, more recently, demand trends for 
a selection of common metals. 
 
The yearbook, which also includes data on metal producers and trading volumes, is a 
valuable source of mineral resource monitoring information.  
 
This publication is the result of a detailed research work carried out by the Bureau de 
Recherches Géologiques et Minières (French Geological Survey-BRGM) and the Société de 
l’Industrie Minérale. The Water and Biodiversity Division is contributing to the project through 
the Division intelligence and analysis work.  
 
 
 

La Directrice de l’eau et de la biodiversité 
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World mine production - Production minière mondiale

unit: tonnes (1) 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
Africa
Namibia 2 714 2 239 2 333 2 036 3 038 3 147 3 067 2 879
Niger 2 898 2 919 3 076 3 143 3 282 3 093 3 431 3 154
South Africa 861 903 846 758 752 674 542 525
Whole Africa 6 473 6 061 6 255 5 937 7 072 6 914 7 040 6 558
America
Brazil 50 58 270 310 300 110 r 190 299
Canada 10 683 12 487 11 607 10 456 11 599 11 627 9 862 9 500
United States 1 456 1 011 883 779 878 1 039 r 1 672 1 654
Whole America 12 189 13 556 12 760 11 545 12 777 12 776 r 11 724 11 453
Asia
China* 500 665 730 750 750 750 750 712
India * 200 230 230 230 230 230 177 270
Kazakhstan 1 740 2 116 2 834 3 300 * 3 719 4 357 5 279 6 642
Pakistan * 23 46 38 45 45 45 45 45
Uzbekistan 2 350 1 962 1 860 1 770 2 035 2 629 2 270 2 320
Whole Asia 4 813 5 019 5 692 6 095 6 779 8 011 8 521 9 989
Europe
France (2) 319 189 20 (4) 9 r(4) 7 r(4) 7 r(4) 0 4
Germany (4) 28 27 221 104 77 80 65 41
Portugal 13 4 2 0
Spain 251 30 (4) 37 (4) 0

European Union 15 611 250 280 113 84 87 65 45
Czech Rep. 498 490 477 458 435 420 r 383 322
Hungary (4) 10 0
Romania * 50 85 90 90 90 90 90 77

European Union 27 1 169 825 847 661 609 597 538 444
Russia 2 500 * 2 500 * 2 900 * 3 150 3 223 r 3 431 3 262 3 413
Ukraine * 500 750 800 800 1 111 850 800 846
Whole Europe 4 169 4 075 4 547 4 611 r 4 943 r 4 878 r 4 600 4 703
Oceania
Australia 7 609 7 652 7 146 7 633 9 010 9 516 7 606 8 603
Whole Oceania 7 609 7 652 7 146 7 633 9 010 9 516 7 606 8 603
TOTAL 35 253 36 363 36 400 35 821 r 40 581 r 42 095 r 39 512 41 306
of which mined (5) 35 215 36 306 36 122 35 708 r 40 497 r 42 008 r 39 447 41 265

Sources: OECD, CEA, WNA and others - OCDE, CEA, WNA et divers . Some other countries are believed to produce uranium, but publish no figures - Divers autres pays sont
présumés produire de l'uranium, mais ne publient aucune donnée.
(1)Natural U in concentrates - Uranium naturel contenu dans les concentrés. (2) Uranium content of concentrates produced from domestic ores - Uranium contenu dans les
concentrés produits à partir de minerais métropolitains. (3) Recovery of uranium as a by-product of phosphate processing has ceased - La récupération d'uranium lors du traitement
des phosphates a cessé. (4) Produced from decommissionning - Production issue du retraitement. (5) Excluding metal recovered from decommissionning - Non compris la production
issue du retraitement.




